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Saint Patrick
March 17

PATRICK was born in Scotland in the year
387. At sixteen he was captured by pirates

and sold as a slave to a chief in Ireland. While
tending sheep in the mountains, he prayed much.
After six years, a voice from heaven told him

to go back to his own country. But first he went
to Rome, where be became a priest. He was then
sent to England, but after some time he begged
the Pope to send him to Ireland. The Pope made
him a bishop and then sent him as a missionary
to Ireland.
One of the pagan kings of Ireland arrested

Patrick. When he saw the miracles worked by
Patrick, he said, “Tell us about your God. He has
given you great power.”
“There is but one God,” answered Patrick, “in

three Persons: the Father, the Son, the Holy
Spirit.” Picking up a green shamrock he said,
“Even as there are three leaves on this one stem,
so there are three Persons in one God.” After that
he was allowed to preach the new Faith every-
where in Ireland. His missionaries later brought
the Christian Faith to many parts of Europe.
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Saint Anthony of Padua
June 13

ANTHONY’S parents were very rich and
wanted him to be a great nobleman. But he

wanted to be poor for the sake of Jesus, so he 
became a Franciscan.

Anthony was a great preacher. He was sent out
as a missionary in many cities in Italy and
France. He brought many sinners back to God
through his preaching, prayer, and good 
example.

One day, when Anthony was praying, the 
Infant Jesus appeared to him, put His little arms
around his neck, and kissed him. This wonderful
favor was given to him because he kept his soul
from sin and because he loved Jesus very much.

Over and over again God called him to some-
thing new in His plan. Each time Anthony 
answered with zeal to serve his Lord Jesus with
all his heart.

Anthony died in a monastery near Padua in
1231 at the age of thirty-six. Many miracles took
place after his death. Even today he is called
“wonder-worker.”


