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OUTLINE FOR CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS

PERIOD OF EVANGELIZATION AND PRECATECHUMENATE

This is a time, of no fixed duration or structure, for inguiry and introduction to
Cospel values, an opportunity for the beginnings of faith,

FIRST STEP: ACCEPTANCE INTO THE ORDER OF CATECHUMENS

This is the liturgical rite, usually celebrated on some annual date or dates, marking
the beginning of the catechumenate proper, as the candidates express and the
Church accepts their intention to respond to God's call to follow the way of Chrisi.

PERIOD OF THE CATECHUMENATE

This is the time, in duration corresponding to the progress of the individual, for
the nurturing and growth of the catechumens” faith and conversion to God; cele-
brations of the word and prayers of exorcism and blessing are meant to assist the
procEss.

SECOND STEP: ELECTION OR ENROLLMENT OF NAMES

This is the liturgical rite, usually celebrated on the First Sunday of Lent, by which
the Church formally ratifies the catechumens' readiness for the sacraments of inl-
tiation and the catechumens, now the elect, express the will to recaive these sac-
raments.

FERIOD OF PURIFICATION AND ENLICHTENMENT

This is the time immediately preceding the elects’ initiation, usually the Lenten
season preceding the celebration of this initiation at the Easter Vigil; it is a time
of reflection, Intensely centered on conversion, marked by celebration of the
scrutinies and presentations and of the preparation rites on Hely Saturday,

THIRD 5TEP: CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION

This is the liturgical rite, usually integrated Into the Easter Vigil, by which the elect
are initiated through baptism, confirmation, and the eucharist.

PERIOD OF POSTBAPTISMAL CATECHESIS OR MYSTAGOGY

This is the time, usually the Easter season, following the celebration of initiation,
during which the newly initiated experience being fully a part of the Christian
community by means of pertinent catechesis and particularly by participation with
all the faithful in the Sunday eucharistic celebration.
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OUTLINE OF THE RITE

RECEIVING THE CANDIDATES

Greeting
Opening Dialogue
Candidates’ First Acceptance of the
Cospel
Affirmation by the Sponsors and
the Assembly
Signing of the Candidates with the
Cross
Signing of the Forehead
[Signing of the Other Senses]
Concluding Prayer
invitation to the Celebration of the
Word of God

LITURGY OF THE WORD

Instruction

Readings

Homily

[Presentation of a Bible]
Intercessions for the Catechumens
Prayer over the Catechumens
Dismissal of the Catechumens

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
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RITE OF ACCEPTANCE INTO THE
ORDER OF CATECHUMENS

RECEIVING THE CANDIDATES

48 The candidates, their sponsors, and a group of the faithful gather out-
side the church (or inside at the entrance or elsewhere) or al some other
site suitable for this rite. As the priest or deacon, wearing an alb or
surplice, a stale, and, if desired, a cope of festive color, goes lo meet them,
the assembly of the faithful may sing a psalm or an appropriate song

GREETING

49 The celebrant greets the candidates in a friendly manner. He speaks lo
them, their sponsors, and all present. pointing out the joy and happiness
of the Church. He may also recall for the sponsors and friends the particu-
lar experience and religious response by which the candidates, following
their own spiritual path, have come to this first step.

Then he invites the sponsors and candidates to come forward, As they are
taking their places before the celebrant, an appropriale song may be sung,
for example, Psalm &63:1-8

OreNING DIALOGUE

50 Unless the candidates are already known to all present, the celebrant
asks for or calls out their given names. The candidates answer ane by one,
even if, because of a large number, the question is asked only ance. One
of the following or something similar may be used.

The celebrant asks:

What is your name?

Candidate:

N.
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