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FOREWORD

This edition of the Book of Blessings contains the approved
English translation of De Benedictionibus prepared by the Inter-
national Commission on English in the Liturgy (ICEL), as well as
the forty-two orders and prayers of blessing prepared by the
Committee on the Liturgy of the National Conference of Catholic
Bishops and approved for use in the dioceses of the United States
of America. The Book of Blessings and the new blessings for the
United States have been given provisional or interim approval.
Eventually the English translation of the Roman blessings will be
revised by the International Commission on English in the
Liturgy, and the American blessings will be revised by the Bish-
ops’ Committee on the Liturgy. In both cases, the revision will be
based on the comments received concerning this edition of the
Book of Blessings.

The additional blessings contained in this volume have been
inserted at the appropriate places throughout the book. As a re-
sult, the numbering of this edition differs from that of the Latin
edition. The new blessings prepared and approved specifically
for use in the dioceses of the United States of America are desig-
nated “USA" in the margin.

A new Part V: Blessings Related to Feasts and Seasons has
been added to the Book of Blessings and, as the title indicates, it
consists of blessings related to the feasts and seasons of the litur-
gical vear. All the orders of blessing contained in this section, ex-
cept the last, are newly composed for use in the United States.

Part V of the Latin edition has been renumbered as Part VI:
Blessings for Various Needs and Occasions, Only the last two
orders of blessing (Chapters 70 and 71) are found in the Latin
edition of the Book of Blessings. The blessings contained in this
section are primarily related to the parish, its pastoral and litur-
gical ministries, and its organizations.

The final portion of the book contains two appendices:
Appendix I: Order for the Installation of a Pastor; Appendix II:
Solemn Blessings and Prayers over the People, Although not
properly a blessing, the Order for the Installation of a Pastor
complements the blessings of Part V1 and has been included for
pastoral convenience. It is a new rite which has been patterned

17



18 Foreword

on the various rites in use throughout the country during the past
two decades. The second appendix consists of the solemn bless-
ings and prayers over the people found in the Sacramentary.
Since these blessings may be used to conclude the hours of the
Liturgy of the Hours and other liturgical rites and services, they
have been included here so that all the major blessings of the
Church may be found in one convenient collection,

The Book of Blessings was approved by the Administrative
Committee of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops on 22
March 1988 and confirmed by the Apostolic See on 27 January
1989 (Prot. N. 699/88).

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for
ever. Amen.

* Joseph P. Delaney
Bishop of Fort Warth
Chairman, Committee on the Liturgy

National Conference of Catholic Bishops
20 March 1989



318 Blessings Related to Buildings

I. ORDER OF BLESSING

INTRODUCTORY RITES

723 When the community has gathered at a convenient place, Psalm 67
or some other suitable song may be sung. After the singing, the celebrant
says:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

All make the sign of the cross and reply:

Amen.

730 The celebrant greets those present in the following or other suitable
words, taken mainly from sacred Scripture,

May God, the source of all wisdom, Christ the Lord, his
Word incarnate, and the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth,
be with you all.

All make the following or some other suitable reply.

And also with you.

731 In the following or similar words, the celebrant prepares those pres-
ent for the blessing.

The all-knowing God, who is Lord, moves us in many
ways to deepen that knowledge of him which he revealed
completely when for our sake the Word was made flesh.
All disciplines, sciences, and teaching about the world
and about human life that we pursue must have as their
final purpose to bring us to a knowledge of the truth and
to the worship of the true God. Today we ask God’s bless-
ing on this center of seeking, learning, and teaching what
is true. We ask that those entrusted with the education of
children or young people in this institution may teach
their students how to join the discoveries of human wis-



Blessing of a New School or University 319

dom with the truth of the Gospel, so that they will be able
to keep the true faith and to live up to it in their lives. We
also ask the Lord that the students will find in their
teachers the image of Christ, so that, enriched with both
human and divine learning, they will in turn be able and
ready to enlighten and assist others.

REapinG oF THE Worb oF Gob

732 A reader, another person present, or the celebrant reads a text of
sacred Scripture.

Brothers and sisters, listen to the words of the holy gos-
pel according to Matthew: 5:1b-2, 13-16

You are the light of the world.

Jesus went up the mountain, and after he had sat down,
his disciples came to him. He began to teach them, say-
ing: “You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its
taste, with what can it be seasoned? It is no longer good
for anything but to be thrown out and trampled under-
foot. You are the light of the world, A city set on a moun-
tain cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and then
put it under a bushel basket; it is set on a lampstand,
where it gives light to all in the house. Just so, your light
must shine before others, that they may see your good
deeds and glorify your heavenly Father.”

733 Or
Proverbs 1:1-7—The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.

Wisdom 7:7-20—All good things together came to me in the company of
wisdom,

Wisdom 9:1-6, 10-18— Give me wisdom, the attendant at your throne.

Sirach 1:1-5, 22-25 (Greek, 1:1-5, 18-201—Al wisdom (s from the Lord,

Sirach 51:18-2% (Greek, 51:13-21)—Glory be to him who has given me
wisdam,

Ephesians 4:11-24—Living by the truth and in love.

Matthew 11:25-30— You have hidden these things from the learmed and
the clever and revealed them fo children.



