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PREFACE

In the Holy Spirit Christ carries out through the
Church “the work of human redemption and God's
perfect glorification,” not onby when the Eucharist is
celebrated snd the sacraments are administered but
also in other ways, and especially when The Liturgy
af the Hours is celebrated. In it Cﬁ.ri&t himself is pres-
ent. in the assembled community, in the proclama-
tion of God's word, “in the prayver and song of the
Church.”

The sanctificetion of humon beings is accom-
plished, and worship offered 1o God, in The Liturgy
of the Hours in sn exchange or dialogue hetween
God and human beings in which “God aks Lo his
peaple ... and his people reply 1o him in song ond
praver”

Those taking part in The Liturgy of the Hours have
aceess 1o holiness of the richest kind through the life-
giving word of God, to which [t gives such great im-
portance, The readings are drawn from Sacred Scrip-
ture, God's words in the psalms are sung in his pres-
ence, and the intercessions, pravers, and hymns are
steeped in the inspired language of Scripture.

The Liturgy of the Hours is the prayer of the entire
Church. The Liturgical renewsl of Vatican 11 has en-
deavored to make it accessible 1o all Catholics by a
simplification of structure, The Church desires that
wherever possible at least the celebration of Morning
Prayer and Evening Prayer in public worship ser-
vices should be encouraged.

The Liturgy of the Hours, distributed over varfous
perinds of each day, is intended to sanctify time and
workl, It 15 plso a perfect means for putting into prac-
tice the word of Jesus “about the necessity of praying
alwavs without growing weary” (Lule 18:1), Contact
with the riches of this liturgical prayer, which is
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5 Freface

pervaded by Sacred Seripture, will give Christians
authentic spiritusl food, encourage them o do good,
and unite them closer (o the Church of God through-
ol the world.

This shorter edition of Christian Prayver {which is
e one-volume edition of The Liturgy of the Hours)
has been drawn up precisely for this purpose. It pre-
sents g selection of material for Morning Prayer and
Evening Prayer in & formal that is easier for the lay
person o uge than the complete Chreistian Praver or
the four-volume Litirgy of the MHours

It contains the complete Four-Week Psalter; mate-
rial from the Proper of Seasons and the Proper of
Saints; Night Praver; Office for the Dead; Memorial
of the Blessed Virging and the complete senes of
hymns found in the regular edition of Christion
Prayer. The whaole volume is printed (0 two colors on
Bible paper and is a very handy pocket-size Office
Boolk.

Mhus, this Shoeter Christion Prayer is ideal for
pirish use as well as private use, It may also be of
help to clergy who are traveling or otherwise unahle
io utihize the complete edition of The Liturgy of the
Haoirs,

It i5 the firm hope of the publishers that this ald
will serve to nourish the spirit of praver and 1o make
The Liturgy of the Howrs truly the praver of the
whobe Church of God

/AN

WEEK Il
SUMNDAY
Evening Pruyer |
{yisdl, Come o ity SAREIElafce Ii|||:|_1.' ti thae Fathar. As

it wiis in the beginning. Alleluia,

e, i 59000 53, Chitside COalinary Do, see ©ilnahe, 57

P50 wdary

Wil T Woiir word, O Lotd, is the lantern to light oug
way, alleluis,
wivenl: Mew cily ol Zion, e yoar heard sing Dor joy; s
how hambily vour King eomes o save vouw
Lant, 2ol Sundiy Jesais ok Peter, James wnd hiy brodhe
John and led them wpoa high moundao. There be wos
transfigured belore them

Lent, Passion (Palm) Sunday: Doy aller dav [ sl ieching
wimd in Ahe Lemaple and o did not lay kands on me Bow
onn o Dy s me and lead owe to the cross,

Fastier, fith Sumadoy: The eood of Gralh welcomes e Hobi
Ik,
Fsalm | 149; |05-]12
XV (Nun}
A meditation an God's law

This ts moy commeandment: (hal you showld fove one
wdsrt fer odh Th: 122

Your sword s o lamp for my steps

amd a light for my path

I hive sworn and have made up my mimd
tor by your decrees.
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Sunday in the Octave
of Christmas

Pualter, Week |

HOLY FAMILY
Feast
When Christmns ocours on Sumday, the leost of the Hioly
Family is cekebrnmed ap Decernber W0 and thene is e Evenimg

Prawer |
Evening Prayer |

CARTICLE 0F MARY

Ant. The child Jesus remained in Jerusalem, and his
parents did not know it. They thought he was in
the group of travelers and looked for him
among their relatives and friends,

Invitatory

Anl, Come, let us worship Christ, the Son of God,
who was obedient to Mary and Joseph.

Invinusiory |-\..|I||'. i i the Orduary, X2,

Morning Prayer
CANTICLE OF FECHAHLAM

Ant. Lord, give us light through the example of your
family and guide our fesl inte the way of peace,

Lo LUpiss PRAYER

Father,

help us to live as the holy family,

united in respect and love,

Bring us to the joy and pesce of your eternal home.

kL)

397 Weekdays After Christmas

Crrant this through our Lord Jesus Chreist, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
ane God, for ever and ever,

Adternalive Prayer

Father in heaven, creator of all,

vou ardered the earth to bring forth life

and crowned its goodness by creating the family of
i,

In history's moment when sl was ready,

Vo sent your Son to dwell in lime,

obvedient o the laws of life in our world.

Teach us the sanciity of humian love,

show us the value of family life,

and help us to live in peace with all men

that we may share in your life for ever.

Wie ask this through Christ ouwr Lord,

Evening Prayer 11
CasTicLE oF Maky

Ant. Som, why have you done this to us? Think what
anguish your father and [ have endured looking
for you. But why did vou look for me? Did you
not know that | had to be in my Father's house?

WEEKDAYS AFTER CHRISTMAS
Invitatory
Ant. Christ is born for us; come. let us adore him.
v itatory paalen, g i the € ||'||.|l,||_|. 23

Morning Prayer

Hymn, antiphons, psulins and contiele, as m Moming Prayes
ol C hiristinis, 384



