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Prayer of Leaders of Song
Dear Jesus, 
thank You for endowing me with a pleas-
ant voice 

and for calling me to use it in Your liturgi-
cal rites. 

Let me never be puffed up by my singing
in church 

but ever give the credit to Your gift.

Help me to lead the singing in such a way 
that others will be brought to fuller partici-
pation

in the celebration of the Eucharist. 
Keep me aware that by helping to celebrate 
Your Paschal Mystery, 
I am helping to bring Your redemption to
the world 

and the world to You in return.

Prayer of Lectors
Dear Jesus, 
thank You for calling me to be a lector 
at Your Eucharistic celebrations. 
Let me take this role seriously 
and diligently prepare myself for it 
by studying the sacred texts before Mass 
and by striving to be a better Christian.
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PRAY ALWAYS—IN ANY STATE OF MIND—
States of mind provide opportunities for prayer
that are ever fresh. Learning to pray in accord
with our state of mind will give us an in-
exhaustible source for prayers and help us stay
united to God.



Prayer in Time of Controversy
Lord Jesus Christ, 
I am involved in a bitter controversy 
in which it is very difficult to tell who is
right and who is wrong. 

I cannot understand why these things take
place 

among people who are trying to live
Christian lives, 

and I wish I were not involved in it. 
Let me realize that controversy is a fact of
life 

and that even Your life was filled with it. 
Help me to accept whatever comes in a
spirit of resignation 

and teach me to be better from this experi-
ence. 

Grant that I may resolve the controversy 
in a Christian manner 
and lead others to You because of it.

Prayer in Time of Criticism
Lord God, 
I am the butt of severe criticism 
on the part of others 
and I do not know how to react to it. 
Help me to know what to do
and to carry it out without fear or hesita-
tion.
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and because You want me to suffer, 
for I love you more than myself.

St. Gertrude

Prayer to Suffer in Union with Jesus
Dear Jesus, 
for love of You 
I desire to suffer all things, 
because for love of me 
You endured such cruel torments. 
O my Jesus, 
I unite my pains with the ones which You
suffered 

and I make an offering of them 
to Your eternal Father. 
O my Jesus, 
out of the abundance of Your Divine good-
ness

give me the virtues of meekness and pa-
tience, 

so that I may willingly carry my cross after
You.

Prayer To Suffer in Silence
Lord Jesus Christ, 
grant me the grace to be kind and gentle 
in all the events of my life. 
Let me put self aside 
and think of the happiness of others.

SICKNESS AND SUFFERING 67



Prayer for the Local Church
God our Father, 
Your Second Vatican Council has told us 
that the Church of Christ is truly present 
in all legitimate local congregations which, 
united with their pastors, 
are themselves called churches in the New
Testament. 

Let all such local churches 
manifest Your universal Church—
One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic. 
Grant that their members may grow 
through the Gospel and the Eucharist 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit. 
Make them the genuine instrument of
Christ’s power in the world.

Another Prayer for the Local
Church 

Heavenly Father, 
look graciously on the Church in our coun-
try 

and keep it faithful to Your Divine mes-
sage. 

Make it communicate that message in ways 
that will be understood by our people 
in terms of their culture and customs. 
Inspire our religious leaders
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Prayer of Children for Their Parents
Lord Jesus Christ, 
You have given me my parents 
to bring me into this world 
and to help me on my journey to You in the
next 

by the consoling gift of Your holy and
generous love. 

Fill them with Your choicest blessings 
and enrich their souls with Your grace.

Grant that they may faithfully and con-
stantly imitate 

Your mystical marriage to the Church 
which You imprinted on them on their
wedding day. 

Inspire them with Your wisdom 
and enable them to walk in the way of
Your commandments. 

And may I and their other children be ever 
their joy in this life 
and their crown of glory in the next. 
Bring my parents to a ripe old age 
in health of mind and body 
and grant them a holy death in union with
You.

Prayer of Spouses for One Another
Lord Jesus Christ, 
help us to love each other

FAMILY AND NEIGHBORHOOD 131
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INDEX OF PRAYER THEMES
(Bold type indicates the eight divisions of the book)

Aging, 10
Altar Servers, 11
Anger, 42
Armed forces, members of, 23
Attitude, loving, 56

Bad mood, 42
Baptism, child’s, 133
Benefactors, 157
Birthday, 155
Bishop, 116
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Change, in time of, 42
Children, prayer of parents for,
131

Church and parish, Prayers 
or, 109-123

Church, 110, 111
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Communication, proper us of

means of, 106
Confirmation, child’s 135
Consolation with God’s word, 71
Controversy, 44
Council, parish, 118
Country, Prayers for World 

and, 93-107
Country, 101
Creation, proper use of, 102
Criticism, 44

Deacons, 111
Death, approaching, 71
Decision, time of, 45
Despair, 46
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dividuals, 96

Diocese, 113
Disarmament, 99
Doubt, in time of, 47
Driving, before, 48
Dryness, 49

Economic hardship, 50
Election Day, 89
Entrance into religious life,

child’s, 136
Evening prayer, 146
Extraordinary ministers of Com-
munion, 13

Failure, 51
Faith, child’s return to, 137
Family and Neighborhood,

Prayers for, 125-141
Family, 126, 127
Farmers, 13
Fathers, 14
Fathers’ Day, 83
Finances, 14
First Communion, child’s, 134
Friends, Prayers for Self and,

143-157
Friends, 156

God
love of, 151
plan of, to discern, 150
walk with, 149

Godless, 101
Grandparents, 16
Health
to love God more than, 70
restoration of, 69



Heart, grateful, 52
Help, in time of sickness, 68
Holidays, Prayers for Vaca-

tions, and, 75-91
Home, litany for, 129
Homemakers, 17
Homesickness, 52
Human, to be truly, 150
Hungry, 97

Independence Day, 84
Industry, 106
International agencies, 94
International relations, good, 95
Irritation, 53

Jealousy, 53
Joy, 54

Labor Day, 87
Laborers, 18
Law enforcers, 21
Lay people, 19, 120
Leaders, Church, 116
Leaders of song, 22
Learning, advancement of, 105
Lectors, 22
Life, Prayers for Different

States of, 9-39
Lincoln’s Birthday, 77
Loneliness, 55
Loving attitude, 56

Marriage of son or daughter, 
136

Martin Luther King Day, 79
Meals
after, 147
before, 147

Meeting, spiritual, 119

Memorial Day, 82
Midafternoon prayer, 145
Mind, Prayers for Different

States of, 41-61
Missionaries, 122
Mood, bad, 42
Morning prayer, 144
Mother, unwed, 134
Mothers, 24
Mother’s Day, 80
Mystical insight, 57

Name Day, 154
National holiday, 84
Natural disaster, 57
Need, Jesus’ help in every, 147
Neighbor
in difficulty, 140
love of, 151

Neighborhood, Prayers for
Family and, 125-141

Neighborhood
civic association, 138
declining, 139
problem, 138
school, 139

New Year’s Day, 76

Openness to the world, 100

Parents, 24
Parents, prayer of for children,
130

Parish, Prayers for Church 
and, 109-123

Parish, 114
Parish committee members, 25
Parish Council, 118
Pastoral Meeting, 119
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Patron saint, 154
Peoples at war, 99
Pope, 115
Pregnant women, 26
Priestly vocation, 121
Priests, 27, 117
Professional people, 28

Rebirth to faith, child’s, 137
Relatives, 156
Religious, 29
Religious vocations, 122
Retreat, 153
Return to Faith, child’s, 137

Scholars and researchers, 30 
Self and Friends, Prayers for,

143-158 
Sense of humor, 58 
Serenity, 59 
Shut-Ins, 31 
Sickness and Suffering, Prayers

in Time of, 63-13 
Sickness 
acceptance, 68 
consolation with God’s word, 
71 

for help in, 68 
love God more than health, 
70 

restoration of health, 69 
Single people, 32 
Sleeplessness, 59 
Social justice, 103 
Social service, 104 
Speech, gratitude for, 153 
Spouses 
prayer of, 131 
prayer for one another, 33
on wedding anniversary, 132

Students, 34 
Study group, 119
Success, 60 
Sufferers, 98 
Suffering 
acceptance of, 65 
offering of, 65, 66 
resignation in, 64 
in silence, 67 
in union with Jesus, 67

Teachers, 35
Temperance, 60
Thanksgiving Day, 91
Travelers, 36

Unemployed, 36
Unity of Christians, 123

Vacations, Prayers for Holi-
days and, 75-91

Vacation Time, 86 
Valentine’s Day, St., 78 
Veterans Day, 90 
Vocation, 152 
Vocations, priestly, 121 
Vocations, religious, 122

Washington’s Birthday, 79 
Weariness, 61 
Widows, 37 
Widowers, 37 
Workers, 38 
World and Country, Prayers for,

93-101
World, openness to, 100

Young, the, 39

Zest for living, 148


